The story of P’an Ku he who shaped the earth.

Tell the story of the figure P’an Ku who ‘shaped’ the earth.

Background information

Many different stories tell of this character, but all agree that he was the son of yin and yang, a giant figure who never stopped growing throughout his life. He worked so hard to shape the earth, building mountains and digging out valleys, that he eventually collapsed and died from exhaustion. By that time, P’an Ku was so big that his body formed five mountains. His flesh made the soil, his bones the rocks, his hair the plants and his blood the rivers. His sweat gave us rain, and from the tiny creatures living on his body came human beings.

Let the children colour his picture and write their own

accounts of how the various parts of his body formed our earth and its people. A larger version of this picture would make an eye-catching centrepiece for an interesting wall display called ‘How it all began’.
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