The Chinese story of creation.

Help pupils to understand more of the background to Chinese beliefs and thinking.  Tell them the story of the creation of the Earth according to these beliefs :

[image: image1.png]Yang like a dragon frery, hot

/Kegmanandfu/ [ of

erenyy. o SR
) "f‘p"\

WA,}A -

T



The beginning of this story tells us that out of the emptiness and nothingness came light which separated into two, thus forming heaven and earth.  From these two came powerful forces called yin and yang.

Let the children draw pictures to represent these very different forces and add description of them.

Explain that Chinese tradition believes that these two opposing forces balance each other, keeping the world in harmony.  People should also try to live in harmony with them.

Progress by explaining the relevance of these two forces in the creation story.  Everything in nature was made from them.  The sun is yang, the moon is yin.  The four seasons came from them, and so did the five elements, these are important to an understanding of the Chinese new year names.

Get the children to illustrate the 5 elements.

Water, fire, earth, metal, wood.
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