Animals and years.

Animals and years

The Wheel of fortune introduces the names of the 12 animals after which the years of the Chinese calendar are named.  The animal names as applied to years rotate in sequence, commencing with the Year of the Rat and proceeding around the circle in a clockwise direction. Let the children colour the wheel to familiarise themselves with the animal names attached to years. The idea is that each animal rules its year and gives particular characteristics to it. This copymaster should be cut out when complete and the animal wheel glued to an identically sized circle of cardboard. These can then be mounted loosely by inserting a drawing pin through the centre on to a board and the wheels turned.
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